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Key Knowledge

Stone Age
• The Stone Age was when early humans used 

tools from stone. This is also known as pre-
history.
• At the end of the Ice Age, the sea levels 
rose and so Britain turned into an island. 
• The Stone Age had three periods -
Palaeolithic (‘old’ Stone Age), Mesolithic 
(‘middle’ Stone Age) and Neolithic (‘new’ Stone 
Age).
• Palaeolithic Stone Age lasted until the end of 
the Ice Age. Early humans used stones as 
tools. This lasted till about 10, 500 BC 
• Mesolithic Stone Age was from about 10, 500 
BC to 4, 000 BC. Humans would demonstrate a 
variety of ways to gather food including hunting 
and fishing. 
• Neolithic Stone Age was from 4, 000 BC to 
about 2, 500 BC. This marked the start of 
farming including land clearance and the keeping 
of animals. 


